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Abstract
In a professional cinematic environment, the role and importance of the operator in creating a film - not only documentary, but also fiction - is well understood. The most insightful theorists also pay tribute to the operator in the formation of the language of cinema. Perhaps to a lesser extent, these professionals are given attention in popularizing literature and in media education.
The purpose of the article is to talk about several creative personalities whose activities provided Russian society at the beginning of the twentieth century with the opportunity to see the world around them and look at themselves with the eyes of others. On the eve of the turn of the century, the struggle for the invention of the possibility of capturing individual periods of time in a changing world ended - as if the time had come to save the lessons of the upcoming upheavals for the future ... And this role of new chroniclers fell to the share of skilled people who twisted, like a barrel organ, the handle of magic chests, reeling on celluloid tape disappearing moments. Subsequently, many of them witnessed the great and tragic upheavals of the 20th century, which turned people's lives upside down. Finding themselves with contemporaries in the thick of fatal events, they became the creators and speakers of a new language capable of preserving the appearance of extinct time.
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